July 22, 2021

I rise for the students who marched
for their lives, and I rise because the
need to pass a law for gun safety is of
the fierce urgency of the now.

REMEMBERING HERB HEILBRUN

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, this
past December, America lost another
hero from our Greatest Generation,
Herb Heilbrun.

Born and raised in Cincinnati, Herb
enlisted in the Army Air Corps after
the attack on Pearl Harbor. He flew 35
missions during World War II, where he
earned the Distinguished Flying Cross
for saving the lives of his crew after his
plane was hit.

Following the war, Herb returned to
Cincinnati, where he worked in sales
and real estate before being named
president of the Cincinnati Board of
Realtors in 1970.

Herb’s service did not stop after the
war. Herb Heilbrun devoted the later
years of his life to traveling our great
United States of America with his best
friend, a fellow Cincinnatian and
Tuskegee airman named Johnny Leahr.
They reached out to teach students the
importance of respect, racial tolerance,
and friendship.

Herb was truly a beloved member of
our community. Always appearing at
veterans’ events, proudly in his uni-
form, he passed away at the age of 100.

It was a privilege for me to call Herb
Heilbrun my friend. May we all honor
him for his life of service and dedica-
tion to our country, to his community,
and to his family. May he rest in peace.

Earlier this year, I introduced a bill
to rename a post office in Avondale
after Herb and John, and I urge the
House to pass it without delay.

————

HONORING HAZEL ERBY, BETTY
THOMPSON, AND HENRY GIVENS,
JR.

(Ms. BUSH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BUSH. Mr. Speaker, St. Louis
and I rise today with heavy hearts.
Since the beginning of July, we have
lost three civil rights giants in our
community: Ms. Hazel Erby, Ms. Betty
Thompson, and Dr. Henry Givens, Jr.

Mama Hazel and Mama Betty were
trailblazers, breaking down barriers for
Black women and all Black people to
be leaders in St. Louis and beyond. I
would not be Missouri’s first Black
Congresswoman without the doors that
they opened up for me.

Dr. Henry Givens, Jr., led Harris-
Stowe State University for 32 years.
His leadership transformed Harris-
Stowe, the university I attended, from
a small college with just one building
into the nationally acclaimed HBCU
that it is today.

We will miss them all dearly, but to-
gether, we are St. Louis strong. We will
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carry their work forward to build a
more just future for all of us.

REOPEN U.S.-CANADA BORDER

(Mr. JACOBS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, the Biden administration an-
nounced that it would once again ex-
tend the U.S.-Canada border closure for
nonessential travel until August 21.

This is yet another example of the
President’s failure on this issue. His
second day in office, he signed an exec-
utive order calling for a plan. That
never happened.

We have sent multiple letters from
my office calling for answers. They
have gone unanswered.

Reporters have asked for clarity. The
White House has dodged.

Families and small businesses have
pleaded for action so they can reunite
and recoup lost revenue. They have
been ignored.

Canada has announced that they will
allow fully vaccinated Americans in
the country starting in August. This is
long overdue but still light years ahead
of our President.

This extension is unacceptable, ig-
nores the science, and extends the suf-
fering of families and small businesses
in my region.

Reopening the border for non-
essential travel can be done safely. The
time for stalling and silence has long
passed. The Biden administration needs
to act immediately and reopen our
shared border.

————

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT

(Mr. CLYDE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, as elected
Representatives, we are obligated to
handle taxpayer dollars in a manner
that is both responsible and above re-
proach. For decades, legislators,
through provisions such as the Hyde
amendment, have rightfully shielded
hardworking citizens’ tax dollars from
the unethical practice of abortion.

However, countless legislative pro-
posals this Congress prove that my col-
leagues across the aisle are not inter-
ested in preserving vital pro-life, good
government provisions upon which our
constituents depend, as they have in-
tentionally eliminated the Hyde
amendment at every opportunity. By
removing pro-life provisions like Hyde,
we are subjecting the American people
to funding practices that violate the
sanctity of life.

I could speak at length about the
horrors of abortion, but the simple fact
of the matter is this: Taxpayer dollars
should never financially support abor-
tion, and we should always protect the
conscience rights of our constituents.
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As such, Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committees on
Energy and Commerce, Ways and
Means, and the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 18,
and I ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

I am proud to stand up for the lives
of the unborn, and I strongly urge my
colleagues to do the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair has previously advised, that re-
quest cannot be entertained absent ap-
propriate clearance.

———

EXTREME DROUGHT IN
MINNESOTA

(Mrs. FISCHBACH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, most
of Minnesota is in extreme drought,
and many of our farmers are facing a
tremendous hardship.

There are reports that herd culling is
already being done around the region
due to the lack of quality feed, and
farmers will soon be forced to make
impossible decisions regarding their
crops and livestock.

The situation is serious and demands
our attention. I have asked the admin-
istration to allow emergency haying
and grazing on CRP lands now, but
that request was met with silence.

If the drought continues to worsen,
and if the administration does not act,
the impacts on our economy will be
far-reaching.

In the meantime, I stand ready to as-
sist my constituents in navigating
these challenges and working toward
quick recovery.

——
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WE NEED TO REIN IN SPENDING

(Mrs. STEEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. STEEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about rising inflation and
the burden this is having on American
taxpayers.

President Biden promised not to
raise taxes on middle-class Americans,
but the rising price of essentials like
groceries, gas, and appliances are mak-
ing our paychecks worth less.

Gas prices are up 45.1 percent.

In my home State of California, gas
is more than $1 higher than the na-
tional average. We already pay some of
the highest taxes in the country.

And make no mistake, this inflation
is a hidden tax on every single Amer-
ican.

Despite these rising costs that Amer-
ican families are paying the price for,
President Biden has insisted that the
solution is to spend trillions more.

American families are going to con-
tinue feeling the consequences as long
as President Biden’s reckless tax-and-
spending spree continues. We need to
rein in spending and lower taxes for
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